t Gonmanﬁins Ofrlaor. | UsS QURKENT (%8»22)
: - Com:ander Serviocs Force, Paoifio rleat .
Viat  Comnander %ervioe Squadron 'ﬂmm .

subjs Balvage: Opemuons USS SARST (ATF-l.u) o
. U35 CURREMT (ARS-22) pariods 31 ,Ansust 195,
5 soptmber 19523 narrativu o

Fﬁxo'l; (1) !{%h\g .‘l.og :perlnd 31 Ausust 1952 to 5 aeptembor |
(2) Repoxt or damage uas \smz um‘-un

1, In aooerdnnce wif.h dia atoh ardars trom comander smic
. Squadron THREF, this vessel was ordered to Huhgnem, Korea to
- oonduct emargency salvage operations on:sudbjeot vassel with:

view of reoovering olassified dooucents end material; to

_report oonditien of vessel ma aetermine tho praotioabiut
- of refluating. .

2, USS CURWENT was underwhy ae 1900, 29 Auguat 1952 ana arrlved. i
. 6ff Vonsan Harbor at 0800, 31 Aigust.  Arrangements were jmade
with Ielend Defense Commandeyr, Yodo Island, for use of 1CM
boat. Ascordingly CURRED ateod into ‘Womsen Harbor, méez‘v
used with ICM at buoy "Eaa&r" and mgd 10 out ‘and Rorth. to
" Hungnem, arriving a%: 1830, 31 ‘Augun veather abt this time
van; witd < 18 Keobs) aa'k heave) vAStbiitty - 3 mile, on
arrival, Hungnam U3B QURRFID. cloaed ‘with Commundexr Taok |
-Group 95.6 in UsS BLUE - (nq—w.l.) and Commanding Offiser boam
‘for conferenck, Vs ardeqad by Task Oroup Cos:ander o .
’roport for oporational contrel to Comzander Task Group 9546
in USS GOMSTOOK, Acoordingly _Command s ‘0ff£10er rTeported .
erson and wanb given al perti.nent fobmatlon in regard

pos tion of eilnking, proesence of enamy batteries, gun fire
aupporf. nvailable ancz ! orrar of all asaistanca posaiblu

3¢« Veather at thia timé !:ad "‘bate and the CURKENT. vias
snchored in a position bearing 134 '1‘. distance 8,000 yarﬁs-:,,- T
from supposed location of mirecks 8 dbroiy; {z 1 a!.do.‘

and fitted out 2s a diving bhont.s '
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position. The ICH was nonnéd at this time by the following
officers and nen and yremained manned by easentially the same
orou #hxeuﬁhaut operetions: Balvage Officery LT €, E .
TIERFAN, 319546, VSN (Comiunding Officer, USS GURRENT (ARS-22))j
Diving Officeri CHBOSN, H.E. KREISS, 44,8705, USN on TAD .
from USS GRAPPIE (AHS~7); Diverss NERISON, HuP,, 224 10 58
GMC(DV), USN. OARKETH, G.H., 201 79 12, BUL(DV), USN, JAUES,
Ay, 225 00 55, ENL(DV), (USH. DONNIGAN, J.Ts, 276 45 93,
B2(DV), v and KRONN, Mia., 259 58 69, enen(dv), UsN,
Boat Orew: GAY, C.Jd., 76 69 1’0. &52’ WSN .e?s;ﬂmllﬂl:f. 'i‘inEcg’
128 32 02, 5N, USN; RNOTT, ReD., 369 5, 03, N, USK end .

5« Terporary conmand of the USS OURRENT Guring absence of
Oammandgng,ofticcr-waa asguned by IT9G 8. W, GAYLORD JR.,

513042, USN, Executive Officer, who performed his duties in
an outstanding menner Quring operations,

6. The following morning lat £irat light the LCM with salvege
orev again stood in and located the wreck about 1000 Item,
Several dives wepre nade, bhuoys were plaated, mﬂorinf leid and
work well started until shore battery fire forced withirawal
of boat, LC¥ returned to ship, returning to wroeck shortly
before dark. A moor was nade over wreok and 4diving was re-
sumed« Divers entered the ship during night, opened end
recovered the eontents of |two safes in Ca _ain's Cobin, re-
covered all papers and materisl of value in chart house end
pilot house and made proliminary search of lower dedks,

7+ Upon return to ship about 0700, after nights operation,
the Oommending Officer reported to Commander Task Group §5.6
in person to report progréess. The diving boat wus sent back
to wreok with LTJIG F.J., ZUOLINBKI, 452191, USN as salvege
Offiger and CHBOSY L.E. MILLWEL, 326777, USN as diving officor.
The bout moored over JAHSI and a gsearch of bottom in vicinity
of wreck was oonduoted, Safae in Executive Offlgerts.room was
opensd snd contents brought to surface, At 1500 the boat wes
taken under fire by shore|batieries and after several near
aisges, slipped her moorings and got underway. The

CURRENT? otood in st flank|speed to cover withdrauwsl. No

" hits were mude on elither boat or ship.

8. A strike was requested from Group Gomngnder by CUR-ENT
and acoordingly UsS BREERTON. (CA=130) stood up and down
* goast bomburding for two hours. Dive bombers alse struck
Aarea., - ' ) '
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0. At 1830, diving bogt with nr TIEREAN, CHBOSK KREISS and
divers, stood in to wrook and maored to one rezaining buoii
QOther ﬁuoya had come adyift, probably being struck by ghe
burats, and unfortunately our valuable houra were. wasted
raplaa%ing moorings..

10 At 0530, 3 September 'after a nunber of successful dives
and recovery and a qnantii of material the salvage p&rty
returned to the chips At 0945, Commander Task Group 95.6
boarded CURRLNT for sonferdnos and requested explosives be
plaged inside radio roém, redar room, chart house and around
nasts end superstructure, snticd) ating distruction orders

. from higher suthorities, About 2.600 pounds of explosives

. were taken from anip's macezine and pleced in LoM,

i1Xs A% 10&5 as diving boot was about to leave ship, yorce
Comnander gent waming of immediate approach of bad weather.
Boat wan strirgeﬁ and pluced in welledeopk of COMSTOOK Jjust
beforé storm "lary" struck lareas OURIENT etood ent to sea
' and at 2300. 3 Scptembar. anchored off Wonsan, 5 CURRENT
at 1245, h September for Hungnan etorn.hnvlng

appnran lz passa Weather rapidly ehsteﬁ Upon arrivel -
Hohgnen a 1800 h September the LOM was deélivered this ghip

grog Us8 GOMSTQ K and ega rigged as diving and salwaso
" boat.

12. Commanding Orficer with bout orew end divers,. 5tood .
in to wreck about dusk, ma ed end co:menced woriks

boat was taken unfder. 1nacc rate fire by autometie weaponu
from boach shortly after dark, After firing stopped, &ivers
wore again doewn. This was|the bost night in view of material
rocavered. Previous night diving had familiarized divers
with intorior of shi ey were able to work riors essily.
Further, definite in armat‘on bad deen received conoerning
locaﬁion coding room and 1l baga. _

13¢ About midniuhﬁ two etar sheélls from an unknown zburce
burst dirsctly over boat and caused temporary seccecssion of |
work. During night s body|wag ered from ship's office
in addition te four bags of ra One weighted bag of highly
olapsified material was rotovered and two bags of classified
dosuments were filled from| inside ship.

14, A diver worked seventy ninutes inside the shemblas of the
ship's office in total blapkness attempting to identify end
revover personnel records und pay accounts without successs
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File 'gaginetalmr‘gn ovowrg |
bulged by explosien, e deo
eight inches of silt, I¢
of vaelus can be recovered

tumiture Jnmed end dsok
cﬁ was covered with rgaxper and
doubtful if .any further materiel
ship's offlea,

15, The wreok was Locateo. 6000 yards from nearest eneny .
batteory and within point blank range of numerous other shore
batteries, The waters are known to be mined end moored mines
were reported in imnedfate vicinity of SARSI wreck bg helicop-
ter, Numerous floating mines are constantly reporte
destroyed in area énd on ¢ t of September 4L, a J,arge
floator was detonated abou yardn fron 4iving boat,

16 Of netessity enly dives outaida the wreck or in syper-
struoture were made duri Aayughh A11 sex terior M.ves
88

, 4 snperviaion and i

of the a!.vam wore demenstiated by tha fast that no uving
acoidents were encountered during entire oporationy:

17. Divers were working deep inside the wreck with the
sonstant knowledge that their tending boat above them was

subjéet to attack and sin or immedinte withdrawal at
any momente | Only a person|fomiliar with the hazards of
diy can .realize tha cool courage required to entsy

the pitoh dark ter.tor of |sunken, torn ship in ninety foot
of water under such ocnditlione,

18, It is the opinien of this Command that fow d&v&ng and
ealvage operations have beén conlucted under mors hazardous
conditions and acoordinl { commendations are being preopared
for apyragriate xseegnit of the courag‘ skill and devote

fon to duty displayed by 4ivers and sal personnal attached
this yessel,

" N\19. Shortly aftor dayligh
_ atripped of salvege and di
vss cmmoex. CHB0SK KRE
ewait errival USS CRAPPLE,

boat retnrned to ship and was
uipment end returned to
8 was trensferred to COMSTOOK to

corDETARSSIFIED | -bh

s o s ' b1 p—




oonvIDESREE] ASSIFIED |

BECURITY. INFORMATION

20, At 0807, 5 September
n;nca Ordarz and geburn
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USS CURRENY got underway in oompe |
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The starboard side was|olear to a dopth of upproximately
nie foat fron the water line gt frace 25, and five foot
froe- the water line sdjooont %o the bripoég lio hull danmage
ung notod actdahips or oft cn the starboard slde, '

/ Port sife of the hul) was not exaninéé'oloaely. Hud wae

- /noted anidehiys approxiuutely five foet Lolow the caln deck.
/ ko danpge of the hull plating was notede

A conoiderable azount of silting was observed within the
SARDI wnd over the five davo this vessel worked on hor a
five dezree llst to port from the upright had developed.

salvoze of the ARSI L congidered within the Cupaw
bilition of the naval salvap: foroess at present ccoeept for
the rroxins tx'af_éﬂamy'torritory end shore batteries,

It 1o belloved hat the {rpending scason of inclement
woather and the goft nud bstton sursounding the vessel will
ezuse her to topple wlhhip the noxzt fouw montha.

In hor piennnt cbndittﬁn the rain=ast gnd tripod could
cesily be ocut lotss Ly the uee of donolition ohavges, Xt

ip belloved that she could be toppled by tie proper use of
explosivesn, ' ,

-
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nducted by this vaaaal on the
arily eongerned with the ree
¢ Olacs! ﬂod lstiers ard pubiiose

‘?hé salvaga op ra‘bmn
'wa SARST (,‘LP‘?'*:. d
o op‘wsry of orypto matcr

ﬁ tma and -UeZs mu. :

_’¢ " In the sourse of the oporation the Niving Personnsl found
: ‘;-_";'.t-,wﬁavural indicatlons of rajor dsmaze to the vessole

‘A1l the campnrtmenba \tered cuch as ths pllot housat

- oharf’ houge, Commanding Officerts und Exsoutive Officerts

) eabing, ahips office and sick bey, the farniture an ,
fixturcs wors threwnh about and wronohod from. their taatantusn.

In feveral inatanoea the th wore tumbled in a forward
'dﬁﬂ&ti@ng

' ’ ¢n the starboard aida Rpmﬂnateiy forty foot trom the
“bow and three foot below

to A rouzhly oiroular

. openfing cbout t'ao feot in ds. Mmmmm

Fr;__'n.,ma.x_o Hothin *m be felt inside this ¢ genlng. (
feot forwald a vertlcdl split epproximately oighte

inohes long and ono half inch wide wes dimoovered, The hull,
toward of this #plit nbout three feaet, was found to be
Andentod in %o & dopth of about one fobk over an area of about
eight fest horozontally and vortically from the boot top 3.3
~extending-{nto the mud whiok was approximately nine foot helow .
the boot topping, The hole itself was evidently buried in mud “

and fron its depth would indigate a moored rather than a floators

e neglégl and h\xugaaaghén the vic&ni'gga of gi;e zki;g; sdorﬂ.cg
were v damage soaning on watoy oor &
frame 29 contorline ﬁ.rst platfora deok was bent aft with the
door open, The patsage & k sutaide. the schipts offles was
buckled upward appro: tely eighteen inches and Jjust aft of
frame 29 on the starboard slde of the passage a Jegged split
wan found, The asterboard hilkhead of the ﬁasaama fron friahe
29 art gbout olx feot in the vioinlty of the sick bay mas
pushed i{nto the pas:aage twolve to fourteen Lncles. Acoo:s
forsard could not bve galned through tho dcor at frame 2% due’
0 @ large sheet of lugiod metal Jan Ang the passecs just
forvard 6f the door.

The rcechondonl rudder anjgle indidator on the s:t.earina: ' \\
stond wag {ndieating full rirht raddor,

A ocneiderable orwint 0f mud end shale ves obsorved oh
the foraonntle,

Yo ppamut dormse sing obasrv&a on t.upai&e and the fore-
rant and trincd appearod in so0d condition,
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